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The balance of The North America Model
analysis suggests a landing on the southeast
coast of the United States for Lehi.



"The balance of  The North America Model analysis suggests a landing on the southeast coast
of  the Uni ted States for  Lehi ."

According to the Book of  Mormon, there were three migrat ions f rom the middle east to “ the
promised land.”  These migrat ions began with Jared and his people in 2500-2200 B.C.,  whom
Midgley asserts landed on the “northeast coast of  America.”  Leaving Jerusalem for the Red
Sea in 600 B.C.,  Lehi  and his people eventual ly made their  way to the southeast coast of  the
United States.  This group was fol lowed by the people of  “Mulek,  son of  Zedekiah, k ing of
Judah, who lef t  Jerusalem around 587 B.C. to escape capture by Nebuchadnezzar.”  I t  is  the
conclusion of  the author that  each of  these tr ibes landed at  some point  on the eastern coast of
North America.  Using geographical  documentat ion and his own observat ional  exper iences as
an archi tect ,  Midgley presents an in-depth study of  passages concerning their  t ravels to of fer
his model for  a North American landing rather than the landing in South America,  which is a
popular bel ief .  Af ter  establ ishing travel  routes for  these three tr ibes,  the author cont inues to
pinpoint  other geographical  locat ions included in The Book of  Mormon. These locat ions include
the r iver Sidon ( ident i f ied as the Ohio-Mississippi  r ivers),  Cumorah, where Joseph Smith
discovered the golden tablets in New York,  and var ious c i t ies and areas such as Bount i fu l ,
Desolat ion,  Zarahemla, Mant i ,  Gideon, and Midonni .

In descr ib ing the process of  h is work,  the author states:  “The process is to quote al l  verses
that address the r iver Sidon and to under l ine those parts related to movements and
relat ionships for  emphasis.  Then i t  is  possible to evaluate them in l ight  of  a l l  known r ivers,
along with correlat ive detai l  not  considered unt i l  recent ly,  l ike the migrat ions by sea coming
from the east.  Then conclusions can be drawn that should resul t  in a high degree of
probabi l i ty . ”  One of  the main sources is the 2009-2010 Phoenicia Ship Expedi t ion,  which
fol lowed a repl ica ship f rom this t ime along trade routes in the middle east and, to the author,
proves these tr ibes probably landed in North America.  This,  a long with “ the histor ical  landing
of east coast locat ions” such as Plymouth Rock, Jamestown, and St.  August ine,  ensures “a
high degree of  probabi l i ty  that  the lands of  f i rst  inher i tance are in and around New England
and the south mid-At lant ic coast.”

Midgley has wri t ten a c lear and concise document that  gives readers much to consider.  This
interest ing thesis is f i l led wi th reference maps, quotes f rom the Book of  Mormon, and
commentary,  which help even the non-member of  The Church of  Jesus Christ  of  Lat ter-Day
Saints grasp i ts concepts.  The work is f i l led wi th enough Book of  Mormon quotes that anyone
can fol low along, even i f  unfami l iar  wi th the names and places included. His theory is backed
by research, including the author ’s own tr ip to the s i tes ment ioned, which he documented with
personal  photos of  the areas. Though not an easy read for those unfami l iar  wi th Mormon
teachings, i t  is  st i l l  worth the t ime i t  takes to read the book as everything is explained along
the way. This thesis answers some problemat ic quest ions concerning the South American
migrat ion model and presents a compel l ing argument.  Readers wi l l  d iscover much about the
foundat ional  bel iefs of  the Church of  Jesus Christ  of  Lat ter-Day Saints as they read this
fascinat ing argument.  Wel l -wr i t ten,  wel l -def ined, and wel l -documented, th is is a master study
of the migrat ions,  places, and people ment ioned in the Book of  Mormon.
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